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Thank you for your feedback in response to my letter regarding the public meeting held 
on March 10, 2020 for the ALR land exclusion. You have raised many interesting points 
and I appreciate you taking the time to write to me to express your thoughts on this 
development application. I hope my response will provide clarity on the role of Mayor 
and Council in this application process and why I am speaking out in support of our 
community needs as raised through our various committees, portfolios, and other 
governmental agencies. 

Municipal Councils are empowered to address the existing and future needs of their 
communities by making collective decisions that are outlined in bylaws and regulations. 
Under the Community Charier, it is my responsibility as the Mayor to provide, on behalf 
of Council, general direction to our staff about implementation of municipal policies and 
directions of Council. When it comes to the future needs of the community, one of the 
key guiding documents is the Official Community Plan (OCP) bylaw. The OCP bylaw is 
the legal framework for planning any community and can only be changed by amending 
the bylaw through Council. 

The collective decision for an OCP is made by Mayor and Council following an 
extensive public consultation process. For example, the most current OCP public 
consultation process began in April 2013 and continued through to June 24, 2014 with 
the last public hearing. The cost of this OCP public consultation process was 
approximately $120,000. In this year-plus process, there were many opportunities and 
public meetings to engage the public to talk about agriculture, industry, business and 
the residential growth management of the community. 

When setting policies to manage the future growth of the District in the 2014 OCP 
update, the community discussed a variety of options for growth and expressed their 
desire to maintain the 2001 legal designation of the teacup properties as a future 
residential and limited commercial growth area. The OCP bylaw meets the requirements 



of the Fraser Valley Regional District's Regional Growth Strategy and sets out the 
geographical townsite of Agassiz as being the primary service and market area with a 
clearly defined edge between urban and rural land uses. 

Based on OCP policies, when the developer applied for an application to exclude these 
properties, the question was not whether or not these lands should come out of the 
ALR, which was already debated and considered during the 2001 and 2014 OCP 
reviews and updates, but rather, is this the right time for the lands to be removed? 
To answer this question the District researched, at various scales, Kent's current and 
future growth needs and identified Kent's current growth challenges. At the same time, 
Mayor and Council also had to consider the merits of the current development proposal 
because some things, such as the inclusion of agricultural land not presently in the ALR, 
may not be offered in a future proposal. 

As my letter outlines, people in our community have continuously expressed in recent 
years the need for more affordable housing options, social amenities, health and 
protective services, jobs, and access to affordable food. In theory, adding a variety of 
housing options plays a part in being able to meet these community needs. 

After careful consideration of the above and recognizing the need for growth, Mayor and 
Council voted at its Regular meeting of January 27,2020 to begin the public 
engagement process for the application. The final decision of whether or not to support 
and send this application to the Agricultural Land Commission will be made after 
hearing from the community. 

You've stated in your letter that you've heard the vast majority of people who attended 
the meeting spoke out against the proposal. Unfortunately, what I've heard from several 
people that didn't speak was that they were too intimidated to speak because of the 
loud voices and clapping of those in opposition to the proposal. While it's agreed that 
everyone has the right to express their desire to agricultural land in the community, as 
Mayor and Council, we have the duty to hear all voices and not just those who speak 
the loudest. 

The intention of my letter was to remind people of how our town was built, the collective 
decision of our future growth areas, and the many needs of our community that must be 
addressed in order to be sustainable in the future. I do believe our community needs 
growth and that growth must occur strategically to retain our small-town rural character. 

Your comment that many would argue protecting agricultural land for future food 
production is the ultimate community responsibility is well taken. The District of Kent 
has historically demonstrated its stewardship to protect and preserve lands for future 
generations and will continue to do so through our bylaws. For example, in 2012 the 
District implemented farm home plates, restricting the location and area of non-farm 
uses on ALR land - the District was one of the first communities to adopt these non
mandated regulations. Every year the District works with the Kent Agricultural Advisory 
Committee on implementing recommendations from our Agricultural Area Plan (AAP). 



Over the last 125 years, our growth patterns show how we have responsibly managed 
our urban sprawl, using only approximately 1 % of our land base for our townsite. The 
concern you express for ending up like so many other bigger, urban communities in the 
Fraser Valley is something the District of Kent has been very cognitive over the years. 
This is reflected in our guiding documents such as the OCP and AAP. Further, we can 
take some comfort in knowing that many of the lower mainland communities' major 
growth periods of uncontrolled urban sprawl occurred prior to the establishment of the 
Agricultural Land Reserve. The District of Kent, as shown in our current growth pattern, 
has historically concentrated its growth, ever before the ALC was established. 

While there is no denying that developing agricultural land is a loss to agriculture, we 
have worked with the developer to provide inclusion lands within the District in addition 
to an amenity contribution which may be used for agricultural support and research -
this may include a wide range of possibilities such as 'foodscaping' programs in the 
townsite, encouraging more people to grow food on their urban lots, as one idea. The 
reality we face is that if the Community does not support this exclusion on the principle 
to save all farmland in the region, there is a very real possibility these very inclusion 
lands being proposed will be used to benefit another municipality as part of an exclusion 
proposal. 

In summary, I want you to know that I hear what you and many other people in the 
community are saying, 'save our farmland'. I'm sure you can appreciate that this is a 
very challenging decision for Mayor and Council. Putting personal feelings aside, we 
must remember that it is our duty to address the existing and future needs of our 
community, following the legal framework that is already in place as well. 

Again, I thank-you for your input. I am available to speak with you if you have any 
further questions at 604-796-2235 or spranger@kentbc.ca. 




