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Agassiz, British Columbia - On February 1, 2020 an atmospheric river is causing 
heavy precipitation along the BC coast with the heaviest rainfall measuring in the 50-
100 mm range. As a result of this rainfall there has been severe localized flooding, 
landslides and rockfall damaging potable water infrastructure in the Rockwell Drive to 
Sasquatch Provincial Park areas. The District of Kent, in cooperation with Emergency 
Management BC, is currently assessing the situation and determining an appropriate 
course of action. Property owners and residents affected by the washout of the road 
and damaged water infrastructure who have been contacted by the RCMP or Search 
and Rescue staff are ordered to be evacuated immediately. 

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTi) along with Emil Anderson 
Construction are working with the Engineering Department at the District of Kent on 
clearing and repairing the roads affected by the slide. Drinking water in the area has 
been temporarily shut off due to a water line break and will be restored as soon as it is 
safe to do so. The public is advised to stay clear from the Rockwell Drive area due to 
the unstable highway and the fast moving waters on the road and ditches. Rockwell 
Drive is closed to the public except for local traffic and emergency personnel. 

The Mayor and District Staff are working with Provincial partners in resolving the issues 
as soon as possible and ensuring that the area remains safe for residents. They are 
monitoring the weather systems and relying on MOTi geotechnical experts to assess 
slope and land stability in the area though this is being delayed due to the ongoing 
flooding and inaccessibility of the area. A local state of emergency has been declared 
by Mayor Sylvia Pranger and Evacuation Notices to affected residents have been 
issued to a number of homes in the Rockwell Drive area. 

The public is asked to stay away from the area and allow emergency crews to continue 
to work safely at repairing the damaged infrastructure. 

Security will be present along with police presence to patrol residential properties. 
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