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DISTRICI' OF KENT ALC Land Exclusion Meeting - March 10, 2020 

land reserve (ALR). 

listened to your 
comments at the March 
10th public meeting and 
some of you made it very 
clear that you want to 
protect the land that is 
being proposed to come 
out of the agricultural 

A little bit of the development history of 
our community. When we moved here, the 
only streets that were really built on were 
Agassiz Avenue, Morrow ·and Vimy Roads and 
along the highway and the Heath Road area, but 
things were changing. 

I'm not sure if the farmer's name is correctly 
spelled but to the best of my knowledge, it was 
called the Krepakavitz farm. We knew it as the 
cabbage patch. So, if you live on Oakwood, 
Fraser, Kalyna or Beechwood, you are living on 
farmland. But you say that is a long time ago. 
Later there was development of the Westlin farm. 
If you live on Bristol, Sheffield, Canterbury or York 
Crescent then you live on the Westlin farm. And 
later, if you live on Elm or Prasmount that was 
the Schep farm. ·All of these lands were Class 1 
farmland. 

Where McKay Crescent is now was Mr. 
Sterling's hobby farm and Agassiz Bakery. 

When you drive down Morrow, you see 
several townhouses where there once were 
large properties with big gardens and Ingrid's 
hobby farm. 

The Local Government Act mandates all 
·municipalities to be part of the regional growth 
strategy. The purpose of regional growth 
strategies "is to promote human settlement that 
is socially, economically and environmentally 
healthy, and that makes efficient use of public 
facilities and services, land and other resources". 

The Official Community Plan is a bylaw 
passed ... 9Y Council after much consultation 
with groups and members of the public over an 
extended period of time. The latest bylaw was 
passed by a unanimous vote in 2014. This is the 
legal framework for planning any community 
and can only be changed by amending the bylaw 
through Council. 

The OCP which included the proposed 
exclusion land has been reviewed and adopted 
both in 2001 and 2014 by two separate Councils 
who approved its designation of residential 
reserve. 

Like you, I would also like to keep all the 
land in agriculture; however, the District of Kent 
has numerous committees and, as Mayor, I am 
obligated to listen to the other committee groups 

and agencies and their needs for this community 
as well. It's not easy to make tough decisions 
for our community's future as we have so many 
needs that have been identified over the years. 
The public meeting was a positive opportunity 
for Council to hear your concerns. 

Our responsibilities include working with 
various committees, government agencies, and 
portfolios: 

We listen to our Parks, Recreation & Trails 
Committee where the public would like more 
trails for biking and walking; the Swim Club and 
public wants a new pool as our 43 year old pool is 
deteriorating rapidly; we receive calls on a regular 
basis from the public to have more policing to 
patrol our streets; the Health Services Committee 
receives feedback that the community needs 
more local doctors and medical technicians to 
consistently be part of our community to serve 
our residents; the Drainage Committee wants 
more maintenance work to be done on farmland, 
and the Province requires the municipality to 
protect the species at risk that are impacted 
along the ditches; the business community and 
the Chamber of Commerce requested more 
public parking downtown and more street 
signage; the Community to Community Forum 
needs a salmon enhancement program with 
better water channelization and the gravel bars 
need immediate attention; and people suggest 
to us that our downtown core needs more 
variety, and I say to you that our businesses 
need the density of our community residents to 
support our downtown. We are doing our best 
to encourage more industrial opportunities in our 
community. We are well aware that creating jobs 
in our backyard is essential but having limited 
housing does not help. 

As your Mayor I listen to all the various 
needs our constituents are asking for, including 
affordable housing for our young families and 
for some of our seniors that are living on fixed 
income. The demand for more housing is just 
not for our urban dwellers coming from other 
communities, but there is a real necessity in our 
community to look at a new development and 
a strong possibility of a new school to meet the 
future needs of our community. 

While our municipality is extremely proud 
of our agricultural heritage and will continue 
to support the farming industry, we are also 
challenged by the contrasting topography of 
the Fraser River floodplain and various upland 
mountains that are virtually undevelopable due 
to the challenging grades. We were also told 
at the meeting that we have no "alternatives" 
to build affordable housing. One woman 

suggested to Council that we should perhaps 
density by building more condo style housing by 
constructing housing upward to 3-5 story type 
buildings. A negative response was conveyed by 
some members of the public that this was not 
acceptable either, as a small rural community 
was preferred and needs to be maintained. 

For some of the people who said "no" to 
development on agricultural lands at that public 
meeting, did you know that Cheam Village was 
constructed on ALR land a few years ago to 
accommodate the senior care housing for our 
elderly to live in the community? What if Council 
had not supported this initiative? Where would 
some of our senior local residents and parents 
live? 

Like you, we continue to plan for sustainable 
growth in our rural community. We have 

. strategies to reduce greenhouse gases in Kent 
including encouraging more mixed use of 1and 
densification with a combination of higher 
density affordable housing for young families 
and low income housing initiatives (all possible 
agencies like Habitat for Humanities or Agassiz 
Harrison Senior Housing Society) to foster the 
reduction of homeless individuals in our region. 
We encourage more public transit and other 
forms of green energy for future transportation 
and housing needs. 

Growth is inevitable in the Province as you 
know, and we do understand the need to control 
our growth by comprehensive planning. It is 
no coincidence our Agassiz town site is one of 
the most densified communities in the Fraser 
Valley. Without your voice and assistance, the 
District's goal of building a compact sustainable 
community that supports healthy socio-economic 
opportunities and limited urban sprawl will be at 
risk. Our community, like so many communities 
in the Province, needs to move forward to provide 
economic opportunities and affordable housing. 

I would ask residents to seek out the facts by 
contacting the staff at the District of Kent or ask 
for me at (604) 796-2235 for further clarification 
on this ALC Land Exclusion application before you 
sign off the comment sheet. You may also send 
your comments to me via email to spranger@ 
kentbc.ca. Please shop local and be kind to your 
neighbours. ___...-

Sincerely yours, 

Sylvia Pranger 
Mayor 
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