
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 

Many buildings and structures built up until 

1990 used products containing asbestos. 

Demolishing or renovating buildings can 

release asbestos fibres that are extremely 

fine and can stay in the air for hours. 

Unprotected workers exposed to asbestos-

contaminated air can breathe in the fibres 

which may cause serious health problems, 

such as lung disease or cancer. 

To comply with WorkSafe BC Regulations 

and to ensure the safety of workers, 

building inspectors, and the public, the 

District of Kent is implementing 

procedures to ensure the demolition and 

renovation activities in the community are 

undertaken in a safe, reasonable and 

sustainable manner.  

WHAT IS REQUIRED? 
 

Prior to issuing a demolition permit or conducting an 
inspection on a renovation for a pre-1990 building, the following 
is required to be submitted to the Building Department: 

□ Hazardous Materials Report 
 

A risk assessment and asbestos survey is performed by a qualified 
professional before any demolitions or renovation work may begin. 
The building is inspected, representative bulk samples collected, and 
samples are analyzed by a qualified laboratory. 
 

The attached Asbestos hazards in demolition, renovation, and 
salvage WorkSafe Bulletin identifies potential sources of asbestos in a 
building.  
 

If asbestos is confirmed, the following must take 
place as per WorkSafe BC Regulations: 

□ Notice of Project 
 

Before abatement contractors remove/disturb asbestos, the owner 
or prime contractor must file a Notice of Project with WorkSafe BC, 
at least 24 hours before starting the project. 

□ Clearance Letter 
 

A document submitted to the District stating that the asbestos has 
been removed and the building is safe to demolish or renovate. 

□ Waste Manifest Document 
 

Document submitted to the District for the transportation of 
hazardous waste. 

 

Before scheduling an inspection for the permitted work, the 
property owner or contractor must submit to the District a written 
confirmation by a qualified professional that the hazardous materials 
have been safely removed or contained. Failure to provide the report may 
result in termination of the inspection and additional fees to reschedule 
the inspection. 
 

Please note, WorkSafe BC does not permit building inspectors/workers to 
enter a property until all asbestos abatement requirements are met. 

PURPOSE 
	

To provide information to owners, contractors, design professionals and permit holders regarding WorkSafe BC 
requirements for hazardous material reporting. 
 

ASBESTOS	ABATEMENT		
FOR	PRE‐1990	BUILDINGS	
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Hazardous Material Reporting 
INFORMATION HANDOUT 
Development Services – Building (DS-B1) 
District of Kent  

When doing any demolition, 

renovation, or salvage work, you must 

follow WorkSafe BC OHS regulations, 

specifically Part 20: Demolition and 

Part 6: Asbestos. 



 

  J:\CI Data\Working\Forms\Development Services Forms\Guide_DS‐B1_Asbestos Abatement.docx 

ASBESTOS ABATEMENT FOR PRE‐1990 BUILDINGS INFORMATION HANDOUT 

 

HIRING A CONTRACTOR 

WorkSafe BC’s Asbestos: Frequently Asked Questions guide attached contains detailed information about hiring 

a qualified contractor to perform a risk assessment and asbestos survey, and a qualified removal contractor. 
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Finding a Qualified Asbestos Survey or Removal Company: 

A list of potential asbestos survey and/or removal companies can be obtained from the following sources:  

 Hazardous Materials Association of BC website; 
 

 Online search;  
 

 The BC-Yukon local section of the American Industrial Hygiene Association; 
 

 Yellow Pages under Asbestos Abatement & Removal, Health & Safety Consultants, or Environmental 

Consultants; or  
 

 The BC Association of Restoration Contractors. 

Attached for your information are the 

following WorkSafe BC documents:  

 

 Asbestos hazards in demolition, 
renovation, and salvage bulletin;  
 

 10 simple steps to complying with 
asbestos abatement guide; and  

 
 Asbestos: frequently asked questions 

guide. 
 

For further information or resources 

about asbestos abatement, contact 

WorkSafe BC by: 

Phone (toll free): 1-888-621-7233 

Online: www.worksafebc.com or 

www.hiddenkiller.ca  

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 



WorkSafe Bulletin

Asbestos is extremely hazardous to people’s health. 
Demolishing or renovating houses containing asbestos 
products can release asbestos fibres, which are extremely 
fine and can stay in the air for hours.

Unprotected workers exposed to asbestos-contaminated 
air can breathe in the fibres. This may cause serious health 
problems, such as lung disease and cancer.

What is asbestos?
Asbestos is a strong, fire-resistant mineral fibre. In the past, 
asbestos was used as insulation against heat or noise, and 
for fire protection.  It was also added to materials such as 
cement and plaster to give them more structural strength.

Where was asbestos used in older homes?
Until the late 1980s, more than 3,000 products containing 
asbestos were used in house construction. The drawing on 
the back of this page shows potential sources of asbestos 
once commonly used in residential construction. When 
demolishing or renovating older houses, there is a high 
probability of encountering asbestos-containing materials, 
which may release asbestos fibres and put unprotected 
workers at risk.

What are my responsibilities as 
an employer or owner/builder?
You are responsible for ensuring the health and safety 
of all workers present at your workplace. You are also 
responsible for protecting the public from any asbestos-
contaminated air.

When doing any demolition, renovation, or salvage work, 
you must follow WorkSafeBC OHS regulations, specifically 
Part 20: Demolition and Part 6: Asbestos.

What do I have to do before demolishing, 
renovating, or salvaging buildings or structures?
1. You must have a qualified person inspect the site to 

identify any asbestos that may be handled, disturbed, 
or removed. OHS Guideline G6.6-3 outlines the 
acceptable qualifications for persons conducting 
asbestos hazard assessments.
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2. You must submit to WorkSafeBC a Notice of Project 
form for asbestos at least  24 hours before any asbestos 
removal or other work begins.

3. You must have trained and qualified asbestos-removal 
workers properly remove and dispose of all material 
containing asbestos.

You should receive written confirmation that the asbestos 
specified for removal on the Notice of Project form has  
been properly removed.

For more information, refer to OHS Guideline G20.112, 
which explains the hazards associated with the 
uncontrolled release of asbestos. It also provides 
information on the following topics:
• What constitutes a compliant asbestos inspection.
• Arranging for and confirming the safe removal of asbestos.
• What to do if you encounter more materials suspected 

to contain asbestos during demolition or salvage work.

What should I do if I find more asbestos-
containing material once work has started?
Stop work immediately. Have trained and qualified 
asbestos-removal workers properly remove these materials 
before resuming work.

Where can I find additional information about 
asbestos and Notice of Project forms?
You can submit a Notice of Project form online at 
worksafebc.com. Asbestos survey and removal companies 
can be found in the Yellow Pages under Asbestos 
Abatement & Removal, Health & Safety Consultants, or 
Environmental Consultants.

For more information about asbestos and what your 
responsibilities are, check out hiddenkiller.ca or go to 
worksafebc.com for the following resources:
• Safe Work Practices for Handling Asbestos booklet
• Safety at Work Construction webpage
• OHS Guideline G6.8: Procedures for abatement of 

asbestos-containing material during house and building 
demolition/renovation

Asbestos hazards in demolition, 
renovation, and salvage
Asbestos causes more worker deaths than any other workplace disease — what can you do?
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 Roof felt and shingles

  Loose, blown-in insulation, 
such as vermiculite

  Incandescent light fixture 
backing

  Roof gutters can be made  
of asbestos cement

  Artificial fireplace logs  
and ashes

 Acoustic tiles

 Deck under-sheeting

  Asbestos pad under the 
fireplace hearth

 Pipe insulation

  Main panel and fuse box; 
each fuse wire has an 
individual asbestos  
flash guard

 Door and gasket covers

  Backing behind  
recessed lighting

  Boiler and furnace 
insulation

  Asbestos can be found  
in stucco

  Soffit boards can be made 
of asbestos cement or 
asbestos insulating board

  Textured or stipple-coated 
walls and ceilings

  Asbestos cement 
(transite) board siding and 
undersheeting

 Outlets and switches

   Gypsum board filling 
compound, and patching  
and joint compound for 
walls and ceilings

 Window putty

  Flooring: vinyl tiles and  
linoleum sheet flooring; 
flooring adhesive

   Downpipes can be made 
of asbestos cement

   Insulation on  
electrical wires

  Heat reflector for  
wood stove
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Potential sources of 
asbestos in the home.

Please note: This floor plan depicts a typical older home. Asbestos use has declined 
significantly; homes built before 1990 are more likely to contain asbestos products.

 1

 2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 15 20

21

22

23

24

16

17

18

19

10

11

12

13

14



10 simple steps to complying  
with asbestos abatement
Many homes built up until 1990 used products containing asbestos. Before you 
begin renovations or start demolishing an older home, follow these guidelines 
below to ensure the safe detection and removal of asbestos. 

1  A pre-1990 house/building is to be 
demolished or renovated.

2  The building owner (or owner’s 
representative) or the employer (e.g., 
builder, demolition contractor) retains a 
qualified person (usually a consultant) to 
perform a risk assessment and asbestos 
survey before conducting work where 
asbestos may be disturbed.

3  The qualified person inspects the house/
building, collects representative bulk 
samples, and has the samples analyzed  
by a qualified laboratory.

4  The qualified person prepares a report that 
identifies all inspection results (including 
drawings, plans, or specifications), risk 
assessment, and scope of work for the 
abatement of the asbestos.

5  The report containing the inspection results 
is provided to the owner/employer. The 
inspection results must be available at the 
worksite whenever workers are on site.

6  The owner or employer retains trained 
asbestos abatement workers. A notice of 
project (NOP) with written work procedures 
is submitted to WorkSafeBC before 
commencement of asbestos removal work.

7  Safe removal and disposal of identified 
asbestos occurs.

8  After the asbestos removal the owner or 
employer receives written confirmation that 
the asbestos specified for removal on the 
NOP has been removed. A copy of the 
inspection results is on site.

9  The owner authorizes demolition of the 
house/building to proceed. The demolition 
employer proceeds to demolish house 
using safe work procedures. Copies of 
inspection results and post-abatement 
reports are on site.

10  If any asbestos is found during demolition, all 
work is to cease until a risk assessment is 
done and the asbestos is safely contained 
or removed. In this case, go back  
to step 7.

Find additional industry resources at worksafebc.com/safetyatwork.



Asbestos: Frequently Asked Questions

For Homeowners



Testing for asbestos
How do I find a qualified contractor to do asbestos 
testing? Does WorkSafeBC have a list? 
WorkSafeBC does not maintain a list of contractors; 
however, lists of potential companies can be obtained 
from the following sources:

• Hazardous Materials Association of BC website

• By online search

• The BC-Yukon local section of the American Industrial 
Hygiene Association

What questions should I ask the testing company?
 How long have you been in business?

 Do you have a business license issued by the city?

 How many employees do you have? [It might be better 
to retain a company with more than one asbestos 
surveyor (qualified persons that collect samples and 
determine factors such as accessibility and condition 
of these materials); single surveyors may not have 
sufficient liability insurance and may not be registered 
with WorkSafeBC.]

 What kind of training do you have? 

 Are you insured (e.g., liability insurance)?

 Are you bonded?

 Have you ever been fined by WorkSafeBC?

 Do you have an exposure control program and  
a respirator program to protect your workers?

 Do you have any professional certifications  
(CIH, ROH, CRSP, CSP, etc.)

 Do you have current AHERA certification, or  
is your AHERA certification expired? [Many asbestos 
surveyors carry an Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act (AHERA) certificate. This certification is 
required in the US, and many BC surveyors have taken 
the AHERA course]

 What lab do you use? Is the lab accredited to do 
asbestos testing?

 Can I see a sample of one of your reports? (The key 
thing here is the number of samples collected. There 
should be 18 to 25 samples collected from a typical 
older home.)

What should I expect from the testing company?  
A report with data, a letter, recommendations? 
You should get an asbestos survey report that identifies 
any asbestos-containing materials in your house. The 

report should include the original lab results and a 
complete description of the asbestos-containing materials 
that have to be removed. Here is a list of what should be 
included in the report:

 Date of the survey

 Company and name of the surveyor

 Address of the house

 Description of the house (basic construction, square 
footage, how many floors, age, description of any recent 
renovations, etc.)

 Description of the building materials used in each room 
of the house (e.g., what is on the floors, walls, and 
ceilings) and on the exterior (siding, roofing, any window 
putty, etc.)

 Sampling locations (which room, which wall, floor, 
ceiling, etc.) and the material collected (e.g., drywall, 
floor tile, etc.). At least 18 to 25 bulk samples should  
be collected from a typical house — if not, the report 
should explain why fewer samples were collected

 Name of the lab and the analytical method used  
(e.g., NIOSH 9002, EPA 600)

 Laboratory results (original lab results, not just a brief 
description) should identify whether or not asbestos is 
present in the materials collected, the type of asbestos 
and the percentage. Materials listed as “less than 0.5%” 
or “trace” (etc.), must be considered asbestos-containing 
unless additional lab methods were used to determine 
the exact percentage (and that amount should be  
0.25% or less).



 A list of the building materials that must be removed  
as asbestos-containing materials if they are going to  
be disturbed during the construction. For example,  
“all walls and ceilings in the living room and kitchen,”  
or “all of the flooring in the kitchen and bathrooms,” etc.

If the entire house will be demolished, all  
asbestos-containing materials must be sampled and 
identified. If particular areas will be renovated, only  
those need to be surveyed. It is very important to identity 
all materials that will be disturbed, or else asbestos 
contamination may be spread throughout your house.

Hiring a contractor 
How do I find a qualified contractor to do the 
asbestos removal? Does WorkSafeBC have a list? 
WorkSafeBC does not maintain a list of asbestos 
abatement contractors; however, names of potential 
companies can be obtained from the following sources:
• Hazardous Materials Association of BC website
• By online search
• The BC Association of Restoration Contractors may  

be contacted regarding restoration contractors that also 
perform asbestos abatement

What questions should I ask the contractor?
 Are you registered with WorkSafeBC?

 How long have you been in business?

 Are you insured (e.g., errors and omissions insurance, 
liability insurance)?

 Are you bonded?

 Have you ever been fined by WorkSafeBC?

 Do you have a business license issued by the city?

How can I find out if they have appropriate 
training for the work they’re doing? Is there  
any sort of certification they should have?
For asbestos surveyors and air sampling companies, the 
surveyor or technician should have one of the following 
designations and experience:

 Certified Industrial Hygienist (CIH), Registered 
Occupational Hygienist (ROH), or Registered 
Occupational Hygiene Technologist (ROHT), with 
education and experience specific to asbestos 
management and work procedures

 Certified Safety Professional (CSP), Canadian 
Registered Safety Professional (CRSP), or a Professional 
Engineer, with education and experience specific to 
asbestos management and work procedures

 An experienced asbestos abatement contractor  
with education and experience specific to asbestos 
management and work procedures.

 An AHERA Certified inspector (for asbestos building 
surveys only)

 NIOSH 582 certificate (for air monitoring technicians) —  
this is an acceptable asbestos air sampling course given 
in the US

For asbestos abatement companies:

 Worker training records (these must be kept by  
the company)

 Supervisor and worker training certificates (many states, 
including Washington State, and Alberta require 
asbestos worker certification; workers in BC may have 
one of these)

 Worker training certificates issued by local safety and 
environmental consultantsWhat else do I need to know?

What else do I need to know?
Should the contractor doing removal be  
different from the one that’s doing the air  
quality monitoring?
Yes. Third-party sampling for airborne asbestos fibers 
during an abatement project should be performed by a 
qualified person, on behalf of the owner or the abatement 
contractor (and should not be an employee of the 
contractor). Air monitoring technicians should be 
employees of an asbestos laboratory or an asbestos 
consulting agency. It is not an accepted industry practice 
for asbestos abatement (or other) contractors to perform 
their own asbestos air monitoring. 
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Do I need a permit — or anything at all —  
from the city?
You will need a permit from the city or municipality  
for demolition or significant renovation work. The 
requirements vary from city to city, so please consult  
with city staff in your area.

What is a “clearance letter”? Do I need one after the 
asbestos is removed?

A “clearance letter” is a document used by industry to  
tell their clients or other stakeholders (e.g. demolition 
contractors) that asbestos has been removed and the 
building is safe to demolish.

Before the city issues a permit, the city may require a 
clearance letter from the asbestos surveyor or asbestos 
abatement contractor. The document should include the 
following information:

 Current date

 Date the asbestos abatement was completed

 Address of the abatement project

 Name of the abatement contractor

 Description of the scope of work that was performed 
(e.g., what was removed and when)

 Reference to the hazardous materials survey (name  
of the surveyor or company and when the survey  
was conducted)

 Notice of Project — Asbestos number

 Waste manifest documentation

 Name of the consultant, surveyor, or contractor who 
performed the final visual inspection

 A statement indicating that the abatement was 
conducted in accordance with regulatory requirements 
(both the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation  
and the BC Ministry of Environment regulations)

 Name and signature of the surveyor, consultant, or 
contractor who collected the air clearance samples

You can request a clearance letter from the surveyor  
or contractor, even if a permit was not required for  
your renovation.

For more information
Resources can assist you in keeping workers safe 
from asbestos exposure. To access this resource 
list online, go to:  
worksafebc.com/asbestosbeaware

For further information or resources,  
please visit worksafebc.com or email  
ILSConstruction@worksafebc.com

To report an unsafe condition or situation in a 
workplace, please call our prevention information 
line at 604.276.3100 in the Lower Mainland, or 
1.888.621.7233 toll-free within British Columbia  
or Alberta.

Will I need to be out of my home during  
asbestos removal?
It depends on the amount of work required, and the rooms 
affected (for example, if your kitchen is not accessible, you 
would not be able to cook). A single bathroom could be 
sealed off while the asbestos is removed, and there would 
be no risk of exposure to asbestos provided that the proper 
controls are in place. You would also have to consider the 
noise and presence of contractors moving in and out of 
your house, as part of a decision to stay.

A printed version of this publication is  
available from the WorkSafeBC bookstore.




